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Enclosure 8 

REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
November 28, 2017 

 
Dan Parr, Director of Education 

 

 
SUBJECT:  St. Clair Summer Learning Camp 2017 
 
PREPARED BY: Laura Callaghan, Superintendent of Education 
   Brenda Corchis, Elementary Curriculum Coordinator 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The St. Clair Catholic Summer Learning Camp for primary students is funded through a grant 

provided by the Ministry of Education, and supported by the Ontario Council of Directors of 

Education.  This camp is a team effort, supported by all departments in the St. Clair Catholic 

District School Board.  It was locally designed to meet the needs of our students and families, 

and has grown and evolved over the last four years.  Schools are provided a prorated number of 

invitations based on student population, and teachers and administration invite students based on 

need. Twenty of our twenty-six schools have had students participate, and this continues to grow.  

 
Year Sites Number of 

Classrooms 
Number of 
Students 

Number of Staff 

2014 Georges P. Vanier, Chatham 
 

3 60 6 teachers 

2015 Georges P. Vanier, Chatham 
St. Matthew, Sarnia 

6 126 12 teachers 

2016 Georges P. Vanier, Chatham 
St. Matthew, Sarnia 

8 149 16 teachers 

2017 Georges P. Vanier, Chatham 
St. Matthew, Sarnia 
St. Elizabeth, Wallaceburg 

9 159 18 teachers 
8 robotics students 

 
 

This three week camp runs the second through fourth week of July each year, from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. daily. The morning is focussed on literacy and numeracy instruction and the afternoon 

is experiential learning.  Individual site calendars are developed to reflect the local community 

opportunities and partnerships.  (see attached)  

 
GOALS OF SUMMER LEARNING CAMP: 

 

The goals of St. Clair Summer Learning Camp are: 

 Reduce summer learning loss (literacy and numeracy) 

 Support parents in supporting their children in learning  

 Continue to develop a positive attitude toward learning and school  

 Develop new peer relationships across Catholic schools 

 Build instructional capacity for teaching staff 

 Support wellness by connecting students to a wide range of activities and community 

partners  
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There are many aspects of the camp that work toward the overall goals: 

 Staff dinner meetings, training sessions and shared google documents work to create 

capacity for strong pedagogy, professional partnerships and consistent instruction across 

all camp sites. 

 Parents are invited to enter into the learning environment for the first portion of any day 

and are personally greeted at the beginning and end of the day. 

 Our website and social media are used to provide ongoing communication with all 

partners. 

 Eight students from both U.C.C. and St. Patrick’s were hired to support small group 

robotics instruction. 

 25 volunteers across all sites donated countless hours to support the camp. 

 All sites engage in an afternoon connecting with the youth ministry at one of our 

churches.  

 All sites partner with Ontario Student Nutrition programs to provide daily healthy snacks. 

 Our partners include but are not limited to: Before and After childcare providers, local 

health units, health and physical education teachers, Indigenous partners, teachers, vice 

principals, and superintendents who share their talents and time. 

 
FOCUSSED INSTRUCTION: 

 

Ongoing assessment is used to determine students’ instruction needs and progress. Mathematics 

and literacy diagnostics are completed at the beginning and at the end of the camp.  Formative 

assessment is conducted throughout the camp to inform instruction.  

 

The following graph depicts our literacy results for 2017: 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  St. Clair Summer 

Learning Camp 2017, for information. 


